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CHINA BLUE MERRILL SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Helena, on March 11, 2004, before Senior U.S. District Judge Charles C. Lovell, CHINA BLUE MERRILL, age 26, appeared for sentencing.  MERRILL was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 2 years, 6 months

! 


Community Service: 100 hours

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


MERRILL was sentenced in connection with her guilty plea to conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine and maintaining a premises for distributing methamphetamine. 
During the period of the conspiracy, CHINA BLUE MERRILL lived with and aided and abetted another co-defendant in maintaining two residences in Libby, which were used as premises to store, use, and distribute methamphetamine. While MERRILL lived with the co-defendant, MERRILL acquired methamphetamine from the co-defendant for both personal use and redistribution.  


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement, the Federal Bureau of Immigration and the High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Task Force in Helena.
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