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IGNACIO MUNOZ-MARTINEZ SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Helena, on March 11, 2004, before Senior U.S. District Judge Charles C. Lovell, IGNACIO MUNOZ-MARTINEZ appeared for sentencing.  MUNOZ-MARTINEZ was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 11 years, 6 months

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years

! 


Forfeiture: All firearms used in commission of the crime or derived from proceeds as a result of the crime.


MUNOZ-MARTINEZ was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine and possession of a firearm in relation to a drug trafficking offense.  On March 5, 2003, MUNOZ-MARTINEZ traveled to meet a co-defendant and gave the co-defendant a large amount of methamphetamine.  In exchange for the drugs, MUNOZ-MARTINEZ received a vehicle and a cache firearms, two of which were stolen.  MUNOZ-MARTINEZ then transported the firearms to Helena.  Along with the firearms, MUNOZ-MARTINEZ also concealed and transported two illegal aliens in his van in order to avoid detection by immigration authorities.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement, the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Task Force in Helena.
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