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TIMOTHY DEWAYNE CARPENTER PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on March 11, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, TIMOTHY DEWAYNE CARPENTER, a 40-year-old resident of Billings, pled guilty to charges of possession of child pornography.  Sentencing is set for June 16, 2004, at 10:30 A.M.  CARPENTER is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that in September of 2001, in Billings, CARPENTER knowingly possessed child pornography.  CARPENTER obtained the pornography by using various computer equipment at his residence. 


The investigation began when a person contacted law enforcement and indicated that CARPENTER had sexually abused two minors.  The investigation revealed other witnesses who stated that CARPENTER also possessed child pornography on his computer.


When CARPENTER’s computer was seized, law enforcement found items of child pornography on and the computer and also found a note in CARPENTER’s handwriting that contained detailed list of child pornography websites.


CARPENTER faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Yellowstone County Sheriff’s Office and the Billings Police Department.
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