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RICHARD SCOTT MORK PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on March 11, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, RICHARD SCOTT MORK, a resident of Miles City, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to commit bank fraud.  Sentencing is set for June 16, 2004, at 11:00 A.M.  MORK is currently released on his own recognizance with conditions.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that between May 1, 2000 to May 1, 2002, MORK was the lead sales person at TAW, Inc., a corporation in which he held shares of stock.  MORK induced others to place false information on loan applications,  knowing the information presented to the banks was false.


MORK sold cars off the corporation’s lot to employees or third persons and represented the vehicles to be free and clear of liens, all the while knowing that the vehicles were subject to preexisting liens.  MORK also assisted in obtaining duplicate titles on vehicles by claiming the original titles had been lost, knowing that the original titles were being held by a bank subject to preexisting liens.  


Assistant U.S. Attorney Victoria Francis prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Montana State Department of Motor Vehicles.
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