	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



JACKSON BRYANT BAUGUS SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on March 12, 2004, before Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom, JACKSON BRYANT BAUGUS, a resident of Billings, appeared for sentencing. BAUGUS was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 26 years, 7 months

! 


Special Assessment: $400 

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years


BAUGUS was sentenced after a 3-day trial where a jury found him guilty of possession of methamphetamine with intent to distribute, possession of methamphetamine and cocaine with intent to distribute, carjacking, and using or carrying a firearm in relation to a crime of violence.  The jury found that on November 8, 2002, BAUGUS parked his vehicle at Logan International Airport while he traveled to another location.  Acting upon information received from an informant, law enforcement officers searched BAUGUS’ vehicle before BAUGUS returned to Billings.  Officers seized methamphetamine, cocaine and $9000 cash from the trunk of the vehicle.  The $9000 cash represented proceeds of the distribution of controlled substances.  


After BAUGUS returned to Billings, he discovered that the drugs and money were missing.  BAUGUS suspected that another person took the drugs and money.  BAUGUS telephoned the person, seeking to re-acquire the methamphetamine, cocaine, and cash.  BAUGUS was also seeking retribution for the suspected theft. BAUGUS lured the person to a location in Billings with the intent to assault or kill him.  


On November 10, 2002, the person was driven to the arranged location by his friend.  When the person and his friend arrived at the arranged location, BAUGUS pulled the friend out of the car, struck him in the head and threw him to the ground, causing serious bodily injury.  BAUGUS then got into the friend’s vehicle and drove the person away from the location.  BAUGUS pointed a firearm at the person and threatened to kill him.  The person finally calmed BAUGUS down, and BAUGUS did not carry out the threat. 


On November 13, 2002, law enforcement searched another vehicle belonging to BAUGUS and seized more methamphetamine and cocaine.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the City-County Special Investigations Unit located in Billings.
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