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BARRY TODD EBLEN PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on March 16, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, BARRY TODD EBLEN, age 40, pled guilty to charges of possession of a stolen firearm.  Sentencing is set for June 12, 2004, at 1:30 P.M.  EBLEN is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on February 21, 2003, EBLEN burglarized a home in Helena and took a .30-06 caliber rifle and a .22 caliber semi-automatic rifle.


Later that day, Cascade County Sheriff’s deputies attempted to question EBLEN about the burglary.  The deputies approached EBLEN at a local motel in Great Falls, which served as EBLEN’s temporary residence.  The deputies also had a warrant for EBLEN’s arrest.  As they entered EBLEN’s room, EBLEN pointed the .30-06 rifle at the deputies.  The deputies responded by shooting and injuring EBLEN.  


The deputies searched EBLEN’s motel room and discovered the stolen .22 caliber rifle.


A subsequent investigation determined that EBLEN had previously been convicted of felony burglary in Lewis and Clark County on August 25, 1998. They also learned that EBLEN had been released from prison on November 22nd, 2002, and was on parole.  


EBLEN faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Carl Rostad prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Cascade County Sheriff’s Office and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
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