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RONALD BRUCE ADAMS PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Helena, on March 16, 2004, before Senior U.S. District Judge Charles C. Lovell, RONALD BRUCE ADAMS, age 63, pled guilty to charges of manufacture of marijuana and possession of marijuana with intent to distribute.  Sentencing is set for June 17, 2004, at 10:00 A.M.  


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on September 2, 2003, personnel from the Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation were flying over the mountains near Wolf Creek en route to another location.  The personnel observed what appeared to be a marijuana garden in the forest.  They took a digital photograph of the location and reported the sighting to the High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Task Force (HIDTA) in Helena.



A group of HIDTA officers subsequently arranged for a flight to view the area.  A helicopter pilot with the Montana National Guard’s Counter Drug Unit flew the group of officers over the area.  The officers confirmed the existence of an outdoor marijuana garden.  
The pilot landed the helicopter, and HIDTA officers proceeded to the area of the growing marijuana.  As the officers approached the site of the marijuana, they observed a lone male, later identified as ADAMS, driving an all-terrain-vehicle (ATV).  ADAMS was departing from one of the fenced cultivation areas.  ADAMS drove toward the investigators, and officers observed several marijuana plants on the back rack of the ATV.  The officers stopped ADAMS, who was subsequently detained and placed in handcuffs.  Officers also searched the area to determine if ADAMS had any accomplices.


ADAMS admitted planting the marijuana and gave the HIDTA officers written permission to search the premises.  The officers searched the area and located a number of cultivation sites and over 100 growing marijuana plants.


ADAMS faces possible penalties of a mandatory minimum 5 to 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.  ADAMS will also forfeit to the United States any property or proceeds that were obtained directly or indirectly as a result of the crimes.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Drug Enforcement Administration and the High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Task Force in Helena.
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