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FELIX NECKLACE PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on March 17, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, FELIX NECKLACE, a 19-year-old resident of Poplar, pled guilty to charges of burglary.  Sentencing is set for July 15, 2004, at 8:30 A.M.  NECKLACE is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that during the early morning hours of August 13, 2002, a Poplar resident was inside his home sleeping with his family.  The resident was awakened by his children, who told him that NECKLACE had just crawled through their window, entered the livingroom, then left the house.  The resident told his wife to call 911, then went to inspect the living room.  He did not see anyone.  The resident noticed that many VHS movies were missing from the living room.  He checked outside and did not see anyone.  


A short while later a police officer arrived.  While the resident was reporting the incident to the officer, the resident saw NECKLACE standing by another home down the street.  The resident pointed NECKLACE out to the officer, who eventually caught NECKLACE. 


NECKLACE faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $50,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Klaus Richter prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Fort Peck Tribal Investigations Unit.
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