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GILBERTO CRUZ-SANTIAGO PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on March 17, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, GILBERTO CRUZ-SANTIAGO, a citizen of Mexico, pled guilty to charges of illegal re-entry of a deported alien.  Sentencing is set for July 15, 2004, at 10:00 A.M.  CRUZ-SANTIAGO is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on February 4, 2004, Department of Homeland Security agents from Havre traveled to Great Falls after receiving information about an individual who was renting a room at a Great Falls motel.  The informant advised that the individual, later identified as CRUZ-SANTIAGO, had been deported on three previous occasions.  


The agents entered CRUZ-SANTIAGO’s rented motel room and discovered three Hispanic males inside.  All three occupants stated they were United States citizens.  Two of the males were legal, naturalized United States Citizens.


The third male, CRUZ-SANTIAGO, provided a false name to agents and claimed to be a United States citizen by birth.  He also presented a photocopy of the biographical page of a United States passport, photocopies of a Los Angeles County birth certificate, a Social Security card, a Texas State identification card and an Arizona driver’s license.  


The agents investigated further and discovered that CRUZ-SANTIAGO had used the same false name on previous occasions.  The agents submitted CRUZ-SANTIAGO’s fingerprints for analysis and discovered his correct identity.  They also confirmed that CRUZ-SANTIAGO had been deported on several previous occasions.


On February 6, 2004, the agents re-interviewed  CRUZ-SANTIAGO, and he admitted his correct identity and admitted that he had been deported on two previous occasions.


CRUZ-SANTIAGO faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison and a $250,000 fine.  
Assistant U.S. Attorney George Darraugh prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Customs and Border Protection.
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