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WILLIAM T. HEAL SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Helena, on March 18, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, WILLIAM T. HEAL, age 46, appeared for sentencing. HEAL was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 6 years and 6 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years

! 


Community Service: 200 hours


HEAL was sentenced after a 2-day trial where a jury found him guilty of being a felon-in-possession of a firearm.  The jury found that on April 30, 1998, HEAL was convicted of felony criminal endangerment and felony intimidation in the First Judicial District Court in Helena .  HEAL was sentenced, and later placed on parole.


While on parole, HEAL was supervised by a Montana probation officer.  On March 2, 2002, the probation officer was advised that HEAL possessed firearms at his home in East Helena.  On March 2, 2002, the probation officer, a special agent with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) and other law enforcement officers searched  HEAL’s home.


When the officers arrived at HEAL’s home, a female answered the door.  The probation officer knew the female and recognized her as HEAL’s girlfriend.  The female told the probation officer that HEAL was not home.  The probation officer advised the female that she had information indicating HEAL was violating his parole, and the officers were going to search the home.


The ATF special agent entered HEAL’s bedroom to conduct a search and noticed that a closet door was standing open.  The special agent observed three firearms resting in the corner of the bedroom closet.  The special agent also located a cardboard box near the firearms that contained 12-gauge shotgun rounds, .30-06 caliber bullets and .22 caliber bullets .  The box had the name “William” inscribed on the lid.  


After the firearms and ammunition were discovered, the ATF special agent spoke with the female.  The female confirmed that the firearms belonged to HEAL.  


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and the State of Montana Probation Department.
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