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WILLIAM PATRICK LOVELESS SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Helena, on March 18, 2004, before Senior U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, WILLIAM PATRICK LOVELESS appeared for sentencing.  LOVELESS was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 4 years and 9 months

! 


Special Assessment: $150

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


LOVELESS was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to being a felon-in-possession of a firearm; possession of stolen firearms; possession of a firearm in a school zone and two counts of transferring a handgun to juveniles.  On August 4, 2003, in Helena, LOVELESS was convicted of two counts of felony theft in Lewis and Clark County District Court.


In September of 2003, LOVELESS came to the attention of law enforcement during an investigation of a juvenile possessing a handgun at school in Helena.  On September 19, 2003, a law enforcement officer interviewed LOVELESS.  LOVELESS admitted to the officer that he burglarized his father’s house, took five firearms and gave three of the firearms to two different juveniles.  


On September 19, 2003, an agent with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives interviewed LOVELESS.  LOVELESS admitted to the offenses, and stated that the offenses occurred on September 17, 2003.  


LOVELESS had previously been convicted in Helena on a felony firearms charge on August 4, 2003, making it unlawful for him to possess any firearms.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Paulette Stewart prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.


This case is another prosecution reality from Project Safe Neighborhoods, a national priority of the U.S. Department of Justice.  In Montana, the effort between federal, state and local law enforcement is called “Catch and No Release.”
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