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LEO JAMES TAYLOR, JR SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on March 19, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, LEO JAMES TAYLOR, JR, a 33-year-old resident of Ravalli County, appeared for sentencing. TAYLOR, JR was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison:
12 years and 6 months for being a felon-in-possession of a firearm; being a felon-in-possession of an explosive device; possession of a firearm during a drug trafficking offense; and possession of a silencer and destructive device

30 years for possession of a silencer and destructive device and manufacturing a silencer






Sentences to run consecutively

! 


Special Assessment: $900

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years


TAYLOR, JR was sentenced after a 1 ½ -day trial where a jury found him guilty of two counts of being a felon-in-possession of a firearm; one count of being a felon-in-possession of an explosive device; two counts of possession of a firearm during a drug-trafficking crime; two counts of possession of a silencer and destructive device and three counts of manufacturing a silencer.  The jury found that on January 7, 2003, near Darby, TAYLOR, JR, having been previously convicted of a felony on March 31, 1995, knowingly possessed three firearms which included a .22 caliber pistol equipped with a silencer.  TAYLOR, JR had manufactured the silencer and had used the weapon in relation to manufacturing methamphetamine.  TAYLOR, JR also possessed four sticks of dynamite; a grenade-like destructive device; another destructive device equipped with a CO2 cartridge and highly explosive powder stored in a blue container.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by Ravalli County law enforcement agencies and Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.


This case is another prosecution reality from Project Safe Neighborhoods, a national priority of the U.S. Department of Justice.  In Montana, the effort between federal, state and local law enforcement is called “Catch and No Release.”
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