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JOSEPH BUCK BURTCHETT SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on March 24, 2004, before Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom, JOSEPH BUCK BURTCHETT, a 33-year-old resident of Billings, appeared for sentencing.  BURTCHETT was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 87 years, 3 months

! 


Special Assessment: $200 

! 


Supervised Release: 8 years

! 


Restitution:  $3847.37 


BURTCHETT was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to manufacture of methamphetamine and possession of unregistered firearms. On December 10, 2002, law enforcement executed a search warrant on BURTCHETT’s residence and found a methamphetamine lab in operation as well as numerous firearms, including illegally manufactured automatic weapons.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, the Drug Enforcement Administration and the City County Special Investigations Unit located in Billings.
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