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ROYCE EUGENE DRYNAN PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on March 23, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, ROYCE EUGENE DRYNAN, a 53-year-old resident of Gardiner, pled guilty to charges of being a felon-in-possession of a firearm.  Sentencing is set for June 17, 2004, at 9:30 A.M. DRYNAN is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on December 18, 2001, DRYNAN was convicted of assault with a deadly weapon in Park County, Montana.  DRYAN was given a 2-year deferred sentence and placed on probation.


On June 4, 2003, near Gardiner, state probation officers searched DRYNAN’s home due to complaints of firearms and alcohol.  The search resulted in the seizure of six various firearms. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Paulette Stewart prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Montana Department of Probation and Parole and by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.


This case is another prosecution reality from Project Safe Neighborhoods, a national priority of the U.S. Department of Justice.  In Montana, the effort between federal, state and local law enforcement is called “Catch and No Release.”
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