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EDWARD DALE SESSIONS, III SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on March 24, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, EDWARD DALE SESSIONS, III appeared for sentencing. SESSIONS, III was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 4 years, 3 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100 

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years

! 


Restitution: $8,636.36


SESSIONS, III was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to theft of identity and credit card fraud.  On May 20, 2003, a Billings resident reported a theft of his identity to the Billings Police Department.  The resident stated that someone had applied for credit cards using his name, personal information and social security number.  


On May 22, 2003, an American Express fraud investigator notified the resident that someone had just ordered $5,000 in Travelers Checks on the resident’s American Express credit card.  American Express identified a possible suspect who was staying at the Sheraton Hotel in Billings.  American Express canceled the $5,000 order, and subsequently received several phone calls from SESSIONS, III who provided inadequate information, challenged the cancelled order and hung up on the investigator.  


Also on May 22, 2003, officers could not locate SESSIONS, III at the Sheraton Hotel in Billings, but located and arrested him shortly afterward.  SESSIONS, III admitted he had obtained four American Express credit cards by utilizing the victim’s personal information, and that the cards were mailed to him at his home in Billings.  


The investigation revealed SESSIONS, III used one of the credit cards to purchase over $6500 worth of merchandise at local businesses.


SESSIONS, III had been employed as a salesman at the Billings car dealership from March 31, 2003, through May 16, 2003.  The investigation revealed that on May 12, 2003, the resident and his wife purchased a vehicle from that dealership.  SESSIONS, III was the salesman who handled their purchase.  The resident placed $3000 down on a vehicle and financed the remaining balance.  SESSIONS, III then used details obtained from the resident’s credit report to gain access to the resident’s American Express Card accounts.  Once SESSIONS, III had access to the resident’s account he was able to change the billing address to his own address.  SESSIONS, III also added his own name to the account so that a card would have his name embossed on it.   


SESSIONS, III had two credit cards sent to his address: one in his name and one in the victim’s name.  SESSIONS, III used the card containing his name to purchase over $6700 worth of merchandise in Billings.


The investigation revealed SESSIONS, III also applied for and received two American Express Optima Platinum credit cards under the victim’s name.  He attempted to charge the $5,000 in Travelers Checks on one of the cards.


U.S. Attorney William Mercer prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Billings Police Department and the United States Postal Inspection Service.
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