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JOSE ALFREDO HUCHIN-UCAN PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on March 24, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, JOSE ALFREDO HUCHIN-UCAN pled guilty to charges of illegal re-entry of a deported alien.  Sentencing is set for June 30, 2004.  HUCHIN-UCAN is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on September 4, 2003, Bureau of Customs and Border Protection agents were conducting transportation checks at the Greyhound Bus Depot in Billings.  The agents arrested two undocumented Mexican citizens who were boarding an eastbound bus.  A third Mexican citizen, later identified as HUCHIN-UCAN, was inside the terminal and was not confronted by the agents.


As agents gathered all luggage listed on the baggage claim as belonging to the Mexican citizens, one of the Mexican citizens pointed to a specific piece of luggage and stated it did not belong to him.  The luggage had one of the undocumented Mexican citizen’s name on it and was listed as one of two pieces he had checked in.  The baggage was taken to the Bureau of Customs and Border Protection agents who searched the piece of luggage for illegal weapons.  The agents found a false “Permanent Resident Alien” card and a false Social Security card in the piece of luggage.  Both cards were under HUCHIN-UCAN’s name.  


The agents conducted a background check on HUCHIN-UCAN and discovered that on March 1, 2000, HUCHIN-UCAN was convicted of rape in Portland, Oregon, and was sentenced to 13 months in jail.  The background check also revealed that on September 21, 2000, HUCHIN-UCAN was deported from the United States as an aggravated felon.



A senior agent at the Bureau of Customs and Border Protection office viewed the picture on HUCHIN-UCAN’s false resident alien card and stated he had seen the individual walking in the Greyhound Bus Terminal.  At that point the eastbound bus had already departed.  The senior agent called the Rosebud County Sheriff’s office in Forsyth and provided a description of HUCHIN-UCAN.  Approximately one hour later, authorities in Forsyth notified the Bureau of Customs and Border Protection that HUCHIN-UCAN was in custody.


On September 5, 2003, HUCHIN-UCAN admitted that he re-entered the Untied States after having been deported on September of 2000.


HUCHIN-UCAN faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Customs and Border Protection.
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