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ADRIAN NEGRETE-FALCON PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on March 24, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, ADRIAN NEGRETE-FALCON pled guilty to charges of illegal re-entry of a deported alien.  Sentencing is set for June 30, 2004.  NEGRETE-FALCON is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on September 4, 2003, agents with the Bureau of Customs and Border Protection BCBE) were conducting transportation checks at the Greyhound Bus Depot in Billings.  One of the agents encountered Adrian NEGRETE-FALCON through casual contact.  NEGRETE-FALCON advised the agent that he was traveling to Lexington, Kentucky to seek employment.  NEGRETE-FALCON also claimed to be a United States Citizen.  The agent then asked NEGRETE-FALCON for identification, and NEGRETE-FALCON attempted to flee.  NEGRETE-FALCON was apprehended and admitted he was a citizen of Mexico and had no documentation to legally be in the United States.  


The BCBE performed a background check on NEGRETE-FALCON and found that he had a criminal history for and three prior deportations, one which was for re-entry of an alien aggravated felon.  NEGRETE-FALCON was also had a January, 1996 conviction for manufacture and delivery of narcotics in Pierce County, Washington.  NEGRETE-FALCON served a 27 months in prison for the narcotics charge.  


NEGRETE-FALCON faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Customs and Border Protection.
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