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MAURO CORIA VIVEROS PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on March 25, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, MAURO CORIA VIVEROS, age 35, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine. Sentencing is set for June 30, 2004 at 10:00 a.m. in Missoula.  VIVEROS is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that state drug agents and one informant reported that VIVEROS was involved in a plan to provide methamphetamine to drug dealers in the Butte area for re-sale in Butte and its surrounding area.


The United States’ witnesses learned of VIVEROS in late spring of 2003 when agents of the Montana Department of Justice Division of Criminal Investigation (DCI) learned from informants that VIVEROS was dealing methamphetamine in the Butte area.  Through the help of an informant they were able to record several telephone conversations in which  VIVEROS agreed to provide additional drugs and lamented that a co-defendant was not repaying a drug debt to him.  Later, an agent of the DCI was able to purchase over 200 grams of methamphetamine as well as a considerable amount of cocaine from the defendant in Washington.  Agents had previously surveilled VIVEROS in Montana going to at least two houses which they knew from informants to be the houses of local drug dealers. 


He faces possible penalties of a mandatory 5 to 40 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van de Wetering prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Montana Department of Criminal Investigations.
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For a copy of the Offer of Proof contact Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653
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