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GERALD LYNN BEASON SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on March 25, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, GERALD LYNN BEASON appeared for sentencing. BEASON was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Probation: 2 years

! 


Special Assessment: $25.00


BEASON was sentenced in connection to his guilty plea to violations of the Lacey Act by illegally transporting wildlife in interstate commerce.  On May 27, 1999, a co-defendant approached two United States Fish and Wildlife undercover special agents and asked them if they were interested in purchasing 3,000 pounds of frozen walleye which he and BEASON and had for sale.  The co-defendant gave the undercover agents BEASON’s telephone number.  One of the special agents contacted BEASON by telephone on June 4, 1999, during which BEASON advised the agent that he had 950 pounds of frozen whole walleye for sale, and that he had stocked a private reservoir with walleye fingerlings he had purchased.  The special agent agreed to purchase the 950 pounds of walleye and made arrangements to pick up the purchase during the week of June 21, 1999.  BEASON then transported the walleye from the State of Montana to the special agents’ office in Lincoln, Nebraska.  Further investigation revealed that while BEASON had permits for stocking walleye in the private reservoir, they specifically prohibited him from selling any of the fish.  Also, Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks Commission records revealed that BEASON had obtained a license from the State of Montana to fish private lakes, but had not filed any annual reports as required and had not renewed the permit as required by law.  Consequently, BEASON was not authorized by Montana law to sell any fish from his private reservoirs.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service.
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