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TRAVIS RANDALL WING SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on March 25, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, TRAVIS RANDALL WING appeared for sentencing. WING was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison:   3 years and 5 months for assault with a dangerous weapon

    13 years and 5 months for use of a firearm during a crime of       violence; sentences to run consecutively

! 


Special Assessment: $200

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years for assault with a dangerous weapon

      5 years for use of a firearm during a crime of violence;        sentences to run concurrent


WING was sentenced after a trial where a jury found him guilty on December 17, 2003 of assault with a dangerous weapon and use of a firearm during a crime of violence.  The jury found that on February 13, 2003, WING stole a Chrysler from an apartment complex in Havre.  The owner of the stolen vehicle, an acquaintance of WING, contacted the Havre Police Department and reported the theft.  The owner also reported that WING had stolen the vehicle.


A Hill County deputy located the stolen vehicle traveling eastbound on Highway 2.   WING failed to yield to the deputy, and a pursuit ensued.  During the pursuit, WING entered the boundaries of the Fort Belknap Indian Reservation, and Fort Belknap Police Department (FBPD) officers became involved in the pursuit.  


WING turned onto BIA Route 6, and fired gunshots in the direction of an FBPD officer.  WING then proceeded back onto Highway 2 at a high rate of speed, slowed the stolen vehicle and stopped in the middle of a bridge.  The FBPD officer then heard three gunshots coming from the direction of the stolen vehicle.


WING continued to drive the stolen vehicle eastbound on Highway 2, across the boundary of the Fort Belknap Indian Reservation and into Phillips County.  Next, with the FBPD officer in pursuit, WING stopped the stolen vehicle and accelerated in reverse toward the FBPD officer.  The FBPD officer, believing his life was in danger, exited the patrol vehicle and shot one round from his shotgun. 


WING continued to engage in numerous evasive maneuvers and was successful in eluding the police officers.  The stolen vehicle was found, abandoned, near a residence in Dodson.  One set of footprints led away from the driver’s side of the stolen vehicle to a nearby residence.  Officers found WING hiding in a dog-house near the residence, and arrested him.


Officers searched the Chrysler and found loaded bullets and an empty shell casings from a .380 caliber handgun.  WING’s fingerprints were found on the empty casings. 


On August 28, 2003, two citizens found an abandoned.380 caliber pistol by a fence near the location where WING abandoned the Chrysler and fled on foot.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Fort Belknap Police Department.
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