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BARBARA GRAY HARWOOD PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on March 30, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, BARBARA GRAY HARWOOD, a 43-year-old resident of Browning, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine.  Sentencing is set for August 5, 2004.  


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that between May of 2001 and February 7, 2003, a supplier provided approximately 20 pounds of methamphetamine to a co-defendant who, in turn, re-distributed the methamphetamine to HARWOOD and others.  The co-defendant provided HARWOOD with one-ounce quantities of methamphetamine for re-distribution.  HARWOOD and the co-defendant distributed the methamphetamine on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation and other areas in Lewis and Clark and Glacier counties.  


HARWOOD faces possible penalties of a mandatory minimum 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and at least 5 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Joe Thaggard prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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