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HUENG GYU KIM SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on March, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, HUENG GYU KIM appeared for sentencing. KIM was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 4 months

! 


To be deported after serving sentence


KIM was sentenced in connection to his guilty plea to improper entry by an alien.  On February 22, 2004, Bureau of Customs and Border Protection (BCBP) agents were patrolling near the Sweetgrass Port of Entry.  The agents observed a person, later identified as KIM, hiding in a field near the United States/Canadian border.  The agents took KIM into custody for further investigation.  The agents searched KIM and discovered that KIM possessed a cellular telephone and night vision goggles, which the agents knew are commonly used by smugglers during smuggling operations.  


The BCBP agents interviewed KIM.  KIM acknowledged that he was an alien and citizen of Korea, and had crossed the border illegally.  He also admitted he was one of a group of individuals who had crossed the United States/Canadian border without being inspected by an immigration officer.  


On March 8, 2004, a Canadian Immigration and Refugee Board determined that KIM and four other Korean citizens conspired to engage in an organized alien-smuggling operation, and were smuggling people across the United States/Canadian border.


Assistant U.S. Attorney George Darragh prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Customs and Border Protection.
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