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JERMAINE LITTLESUN PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on April 2, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, JERMAINE LITTLESUN, a 43-year-old resident of Lame Deer, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine within 1,000 feet of a federal housing project and distribution of methamphetamine within 1,000 feet of a federal housing project.  Sentencing is set for July 7, 2004.  


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that beginning in November of 2002, LITTLESUN conspired with co-defendants to obtain and distribute methamphetamine.  Four of the co-defendants traveled to Utah and obtained methamphetamine from a supplier.  LITTLESUN and other co-defendants then  redistributed the methamphetamine on the Northern Cheyenne Indian Reservation.  


On April 15, 2003, a cooperating witness purchased methamphetamine from LITTLESUN within the boundaries of a federal housing project.


For the charge of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine within 1,000 feet of a federal housing project, LITTLESUN faces possible penalties of 5 to 40 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  For the charge of distribution of methamphetamine within 1,000 feet of a federal housing project, she faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and at least 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
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