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MARK COOPER PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on April 6, 2004, before Senior U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, MARK COOPER, a 48-year-old resident of Helena, pled guilty to charges of possession of child pornography.  Sentencing is set for July 14, 2004, at 9:00 a.m.  COOPER is currently released on his own recognizance with conditions.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that in August of 2001, COOPER knowingly possessed material that contained visual depictions of minors engaged in sexually explicit conduct.


Sometime before August of 2001, COOPER shipped his household belongings via North American Van Lines from Tulsa, Oklahoma to his anticipated new residence in Butte.  On August 7, 2001, COOPER’s belongings were delivered to Evans Transfer in Butte for storage.  COOPER failed to pay Evans Transfer for shipping and storage charges.  Evans Transfer proceeded to sell COOPER’s belongings in lieu of payment.  In the process, an Evans Transfer employee found a computer COOPER had shipped with his belongings.  The employee tested COOPER’s computer to determine if it was functioning properly.  The employee immediately observed pornographic images stored on the computer’s hard drive, and reported the pornography to law enforcement.  Law enforcement seized COOPER’s computer and found numerous images of child pornography.  


A special agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) interviewed Cooper concerning the images.  COOPER admitted that he downloaded the child pornography images to his computer via the internet and viewed the images on many occasions.  


An FBI child pornography expert determined that the images on COOPER’s computer matched known victims of child pornography.


COOPER faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

# # #

For a copy of the Offer of Proof contact Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653
_1106563383.bin

