	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



JOHN MARK MITSOYIANIS PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on April 6, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, JOHN MARK MITSOYIANIS, a 43-year-old resident of Tarpon Springs, Florida, pled guilty to charges of being a felon-in-possession of a firearm and armed career criminal.  Sentencing is set for August 9, 2004, at 3:30 p.m.  MITSOYIANIS is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on August 31, 1987, MITSOYIANIS was convicted on a felony charge of burglary in the circuit court for Pinellas County, Florida.


On September 21, 2001, MITSOYIANIS and a female companion attempted to enter Canada via the Sweetgrass Port of Entry on Interstate 15.  MITSOYIANIS and the female were traveling in MITSOYIANIS’ pickup truck.  


MITSOYIANIS and the female left the Sweetgrass Port of Entry and stopped at the Coutts Port of Entry in Canada.  Canada Customs inspectors inspected MITSOYIANIS’ truck and discovered a handgun in the cab of the truck.  Inspectors also found two shotguns in the bed of MITSOYIANIS’ truck.  MITSOYIANIS admitted all of the firearms were his.  A Canada Customs inspector seized the handgun and expelled MITSOYIANIS and the female from Canada.  


MITSOYIANIS and the female returned to the Sweetgrass Port of Entry.  A Bureau of Customs and Border Protection officer seized the two shotguns and released MITSOYIANIS and the female.


MITSOYIANIS was later arrested after an investigation revealed that MITSOYIANIS had a prior felony conviction.  


MITSOYIANIS faces possible penalties of a mandatory minimum 15 years to life in prison, a $25,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Joe Thaggard prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.


This case is another prosecution reality from Project Safe Neighborhoods, a national priority of the United States Department of Justice.  In Montana, the effort between federal, state and local law enforcement is called “Catch and No Release.” 
# # #

For a copy of the Offer of Proof contact Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653
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