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SIX DEFENDANTS PLEAD GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on April 6, 2004 before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, JUAN MORENO, age 30, and JOSE PAREDES, age 27 and SERGIO MORENO pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine and possession with intent to distribute controlled substances.   JOSE TENORIO and JENNIFER GLEASON, age 38, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine within 1,000 feet of a federal housing project.  AMBER LITTLESUN, age 23, pled guilty to 2 counts of money laundering.  Sentencing hearings for JUAN and SERGIO MORENO, PAREDES, and TENORIO are set for July 14, 2004.  Sentencing hearings for GLEASON and LITTLESUN are set for July 15, 2004.  SERGIO and JUAN MORENO are currently detained.  The other defendants are released on their own recognizance with special conditions.


The multiple-count indictment alleged a conspiracy to distribute 210 grams of methamphetamine on the Northern Cheyenne Reservation and within 1,000 feet of a federal housing project.  The drug trafficking occurred from November 2002 to May 2003.


SERGIO and JUAN MORENO, PAREDES and TENORIO were arrested April 23, 2003, after a Billings Police Officer made a traffic stop near Billings and found drugs.  The four admitted they were headed for Lame Deer.  


GLEASON admitted she bought 3 grams of methamphetamine from co-defendants and sold the drugs to others.  


LITTLESUN admitted she used Western Union to send $3,000 in drug money to people in Utah.


The four Mexico residents traveled from Utah to Lame Deer with methamphetamine.  The group initially stayed with and supplied another person, who redistributed the drugs until they moved in with other co-defendants.  


Possible penalties for conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine withing 1,000 feet of a federal housing project is a mandatory 5 years to 40 years in prison, a $250,000  fine and 3 years supervised release.  Possible penalties for possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine is a mandatory 5 years to 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 4 years supervised release.  Possible penalties for money laundering is 20 years in prison, a $500,000 fine, or twice the property involved in the transaction and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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