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DANIEL LEVI HAMMOND PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on April 7, 2004 before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, DANIEL LEVI HAMMOND,  a 23-year-old resident of Butte, pled guilty to charges of possession of a stolen firearm. Sentencing is set for July 9, 2004, at 10:15 a.m.  HAMMOND is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on January 30, 2003, in Butte law enforcement officers arrested Vernon Earl Maddock on a probation violation warrant.  During a subsequent search of Maddock’s motel room, officers located a Ruger 12-gauge shotgun, Red Label model, with “RLR” inscribed. 


HAMMOND came to the attention of law enforcement officers through the course of their investigation concerning the shotgun and its likely stolen status.  During an interview, HAMMOND told officers that he did know the shotgun was stolen when he received it. At the time, HAMMOND had a pending burglary Information in Butte Silver Bow County District Court filed on June 19, 2002. 


An ATF Agent would have testified that the firearm recovered was not manufactured within the State of Montana; therefore, the firearm traveled in interstate or foreign commerce before it was recovered.


He faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Paulette Stewart prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and the Butte Silver Bow County Law Enforcement.


This case is another prosecution reality from Project Safe Neighborhoods, a national priority of the United States Department of Justice.  In Montana, the effort between federal, state and local law enforcement is called “Catch and No Release.”
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

