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DONALD LYNN STEINDORF PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on April 7, 2004 before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, DONALD LYNN STEINDORF a 45-year-old resident of Belgrade, pled guilty to charges of distribution of child pornography and possession of child pornography.  As a result of these charges, STEINDORF will forfeit all right, title and interest in computer equipment used during the commission of the offenses. Sentencing is set for July 14, 2004, at 10:30 a.m.  STEINDORF is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on or about an unknown date beginning in approximately 1997, through on or about January 2002, near Belgrade, STEINDORF knowingly distributed and possessed child pornography, using various computer equipment in his residence located in Belgrade.


The investigation began when a report was received that STEINDORF was a member of child pornography e-groups located on Yahoo! groups on the Internet.  During the investigation, an FBI Special Agent also learned that STEINDORF was a convicted child sexual offender, who admitted molesting young girls at that same residence.


In January of 2002, a search warrant was executed at the residence of STEINDORF in Belgrade.  Found during that search were various computer related items that were later found to contain child pornography.  Also located in the residence were items of children’s clothing and lunch boxes, numerous photographs of children and children’s toys.  STEINDORF consented to an interview with law enforcement, and admitted that he alone used the computer upon which child pornography would be found and that no children lived in his residence.  STEINDORF admitted that he had been terminated from AOL service in 1997 due to his inappropriate activity regarding child pornography; STEINDORF then reconnected for AOL service using a fictitious name and address, but paying with his own credit card.  STEINDORF admitted spending approximately three to five hours a day on the Internet, with sixty to seventy percent of his time devoted to seeking, viewing, and/or distributing child pornography.  STEINDORF admitted distributing child pornography to others on the Internet and admitted collecting and possessing child pornography on his seized computer equipment.  STEINDORF admitted that he knew the children in the images were children under the age of eighteen engaged in sexually explicit conduct.  


Computer forensic analysis found numerous items of child pornography on STEINDORF’s computer and various media; a number of the images were determined to be that of known child victims.


He faces possible penalties of 15 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release for distribution of child pornography.  For possession of child pornography, he faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investiation.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

