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CLINT SCOTT SOOSAY PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on April 8, 2004 before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, CLINT SCOTT SOOSAY, a 19-year-old resident of Box Elder, pled guilty to charges of possession of a firearm during a drug trafficking crime and aiding and abetting burglary. Sentencing is set for August 5, 2004, at 11:00 a.m.  SOOSAY is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on February 27, 2003, SOOSAY telephoned a co-defendant and a juvenile, the night before the burglary about burglarizing a relative’s residence the next day to steal marijuana.  The next morning, February 28, 2003, SOOSAY and the co-defendant  picked up the juvenile and proceeded to the residence located within the boundaries of the Rocky Boy’s Indian Reservation.  The juvenile entered the residence by kicking in the front door.  SOOSAY and the co-defendant waited outside of the residence in the car until they observed a police cruiser near the residence.  They then drove away.


On a date during the end of January 2003 or the beginning of February 2003, SOOSAY was at a residence in the Wild Rose Village of the Rocky Boy’s Indian Reservation.  At approximately 9:30 p.m. on the date in question, an individual came to the residence with a sawed-off shotgun.  The individual wanted to trade the gun for some cocaine.  The individual was advised by the owner of the residence that the cocaine at the residence belonged to SOOSAY.  SOOSAY then traded the individual approximately two grams of cocaine (valued at approximately $200) for the sawed-off shotgun.  SOOSAY had stolen approximately 4-5 grams of cocaine from a van parked outside of his grandmother’s house. SOOSAY then left the sawed-off shotgun at the residence.


At approximately 9:00 a.m., on February 28, 2003,  Rocky Boy’s dispatch received a call about a burglary in progress.  A police officer responded to the location, and encountered a juvenile inside of the house and arrested him.  A sawed-off shotgun was seized from the juvenile.


SOOSAY faces possible penalties of a mandatory 10  years in prison and 5 years supervised release for possession of a firearm during a drug trafficking crime.  For aiding and abetting burglary, he faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $50,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

