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DUSTIN JOSEPH LUCHI PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on April 8, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, DUSTIN JOSEPH LUCHI, a 24-year-old resident of Cut Bank, pled guilty to charges of being a felon-in-possession of a firearm.  Sentencing is set for August 12, 2004, at 8:30 a.m.  LUCHI is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on July 10, 2002, LUCHI was convicted in the State of Montana on a felony charge of tampering with evidence.


On April 3, 2003, in Glacier County, a Montana Highway Patrol officer executed a traffic stop on a vehicle driven by LUCHI.  The officer observed a .22 caliber rifle in the vehicle, which he seized.  LUCHI admitted to the officer that he owned the rifle.


LUCHI faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Joe Thaggard prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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