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DARRELL JAY PELVIT PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on April 12, 2004 before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, DARRELL JAY PELVIT age 34, pled guilty to conspiracy to manufacture and manufacturing methamphetamine and possession of firearms during and in relation to a drug trafficking crime. Sentencing is set for July 15, 2004, at 10:30 a.m.  PELVIT is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that agents with the Criminal Investigation Division of the Montana Department of Justice and law enforcement officers in Miles City served a search warrant on PELVIT’s  residence in August of 2002.  PELVIT was found in possession of methamphetamine, numerous firearms and related clandestine methamphetamine laboratory evidence, which were seized during the search. 


As the investigation progressed, it was discovered that PELIT began manufacturing methamphetamine and distributing it as his sole source of income.  PELVIT is responsible for 50 grams or more of a mixture containing d-methamphetamine.  


Witnesses obtained pseudoephedrine tablets and other items for PELVIT to use in  manufacturing the methamphetamine.  In exchange for these items, PELVIT would give them methamphetamine.   


PELVIT acted with co-defendants in manufacturing methamphetamine by use of the “Birch” method, using, among other materials, lithium batteries, pseudoephedrine tablets and anhydrous ammonia.  


During the conspiracy to manufacture, manufacturing and distribution, PELVIT knowingly used, carried or possessed firearms, namely a Butler .22 caliber Break-Open Derringer during and in relation to the offense.


He faces possible penalties of a mandatory 10 to 80 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 8 years supervised release for conspiracy to manufacture and manufacturing methamphetamine.  For possession of firearms during and in relation to a drug trafficking crime, PELVIT faces possible penalties of a mandatory 5 years in prison consecutive to any sentence imposed on the drug violation. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Eastern Montana Drug Task Force and the Drug Enforcement Administration.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

