	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



SHAUNA LYNN WOODWARD PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on April 14, 2004 before Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom, SHAUNA LYNN WOODWARD a 35-year-old resident of Billings, pled guilty to charges of embezzlement and theft of government property. Sentencing is set for July 14, 2004.  WOODWARD is currently released.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on July 16, 1990, an individual applied for SSI disability benefits.


The Social Security Administration (SSA) awarded benefits and designated her mother as the designated payee.


On December 3, 1998, WOODWARD, who had assumed custody and care for the individual, completed Form SG-SSA-11, Request to be Selected as Representative Payee for that person.


In April of 2000, WOODWARD contacted the SSA to advise that she had not received the SSI check for the individual.


On April 11, 2000, SSA issued a replacement check with the notation “Replaces CK 4023 27358118 dated 3/31/00.”  Financial records indicate that WOODWARD negotiated both checks causing a loss to the SSA of $460.80.


Between May 1, 2000 and December 9, 2002, WOODWARD followed the same pattern by requesting duplicate checks and cashing both the duplicate and the original.


In total, WOODWARD knowingly received and converted approximately $4,000 that she was not entitled to receive.


When confronted with the foregoing facts and the individual checks, WOODWARD admitted to wrongfully double casing the eight checks at issue.


She faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Leif Johnson prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Social Security Administration.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

