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MICHAEL ROLAND SEATON PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on April 15, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, MICHAEL ROLAND SEATON, a 36-year-old resident of Box Elder, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine.  Sentencing is set for August 16, 2004, at 3:30 p.m.  SEATON is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that in 2001, the Tri-Agency Drug Task Force in Havre began receiving information that SEATON was distributing methamphetamine on the Rocky Boy’s Indian Reservation.


On January 14, 2002, a confidential informant conducted a controlled purchase of  2.4 grams of methamphetamine from SEATON at his home on the Rocky Boy’s Indian Reservation. 


Between February and July of 2002, confidential informants advised law enforcement that SEATON was distributing methamphetamine on the Rocky Boy’s Indian Reservation.   The informants stated they had purchased methamphetamine from SEATON on numerous 

occasions.


During the Summer of 2003, the Task Force again received information that SEATON  was distributing methamphetamine on the Rocky Boy’s Indian Reservation.  The informant advised had personally purchased methamphetamine from SEATON in late 2001 and 2002.


On August 15, 2003, law enforcement learned that SEATON was selling drugs received from an out-of state supplier.  


On August 20, 2003, law enforcement executed a search warrant at a third party’s residence.  SEATON was present and in possession of a burnt piece of aluminum foil, which is commonly used to ingest methamphetamine.


On February 3, 2004, SEATON was arrested and a search warrant was subsequently executed on his home.  Law enforcement seized drug paraphernalia from the home.


SEATON faces possible penalties of a mandatory minimum 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Tri-Agency Drug Task Force and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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