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KEVIN FURLONG SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on April 15, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, KEVIN FURLONG appeared for sentencing.  FURLONG was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 12 years and 6 months for robbery






  6 months for contempt; sentences to run concurrently

! 


Special Assessment: $200

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years

! 


Restitution: $1595


FURLONG was sentenced after he was found guilty of two counts of bank robbery after a 3-day trial.  He was also sentenced on contempt charges.


On October 15, 2002, at approximately 10:50 a.m., KEVIN FURLONG entered the First Interstate Bank located at 3021 Third Ave. North, Billings, Montana.   FURLONG took $984.00 in cash.   The bank and its funds were insured by the FDIC at that time.


FURLONG was wearing a “Panthers” baseball hat with a turquoise piece of a cut up knit shirt around his head which was showing beneath the cap (similar to the French Foreign Legion).  Furlong approached the teller at the west end of the long teller line; cut in front of a witness and handed the teller a note advising it was a  “robery”.  The teller would have testified she heard FURLONG use the word “kill” when talking to her.


Numerous surveillance cameras captured FURLONG commit the offenses.


After the robbery, FURLONG discarded the sunglasses on a brick ledge outside of George Henry’s Restaurant and hid his clothes and shaved at the Lincoln Center.  FURLONG left the Lincoln Center by the southeast door and was positively identified by another witness.  FURLONG was also identified by two people in the bank and one person on the street.


About an hour or two after the robbery, more clothing was found behind a dumpster near Gainan’s in downtown Billings.  Part of the turquoise shirt, when pieced together, matched the portion of the shirt hidden at the Lincoln Center.


The Bozeman bank robbery of American Federal Savings Bank occurred six days later on October 21, 2002 at approximately 12:30 p.m.  FURLONG entered the bank from the front door and handed another “robery” note to the teller.  The teller handed FURLONG $2633 that included five bait bills.  FURLONG was dressed similar to the way he was dressed during the FIB robbery, i.e., baseball cap, sunglasses and a cloth headpiece to cover his appearance.  The weather was rather warm that day and his clothing did not match the weather.


FURLONG left the bank and headed across the parking lot to the east and discarded the “robery” note.  He fled in an easterly direction and tossed his hat, coat, scarf, sandals and sunglasses in a trail that lead to $2233 of the robbery money hidden between two buildings.  FURLONG was stopped by police a few moments later and when told about the bank robbery, he was “silent.” 


Officers let FURLONG go as he did not match the initial description of the bank robber.  A tracking/trailing dog followed the scent from the discarded baseball cap and retraced the robber’s steps.  At least one person would have positively identified FURLONG.


A handwriting expert compared known handwriting exemplars of FURLONG with both robbery notes and concluded that most likely FURLONG wrote the notes.


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that FURLONG will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, FURLONG does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora prosecuted this case for the United States.
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