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America Commemorates the 24th Anniversary of

National Crime Victims’ Rights Week

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana announced today that during the week of April 18 through April 24, 2004, crime victims, survivors, victim service providers, criminal and juvenile justice and allied professionals and community volunteers will join together across America to commemorate the 24th anniversary of National Crime Victims’ Rights Week.  This year’s theme, “Victims’ Rights: America’s Values,” helps us recognize that when we value equal rights for all Americans, safety and protection for those who have been victimized, and justice for all, we value crime victims’ rights and services.


Since 1972, the victim assistance field has worked to ensure that crime victims are treated with compassion and respect; that they are kept informed of their rights and involved in justice processes as more than just witnesses; and that they are aware of victim assistance and compensation programs that can help them cope with the aftermath of crime.


John W. Gillis, Director of the Office for Victims of Crime within the United States Department of Justice, encourages all people in America who share the core value of equal justice for all Americans to join in the commemoration of 2004 National Crime Victims’ Rights Week.


Members of our community are cordially invited and encouraged to attend the ceremony which will be held on the Yellowstone County Courthouse lawn in Billings at 12:00 noon on Friday, April 23, 2004.  There will be a victim’s rights walk through downtown followed by a free barbeque.  Certificates and awards will be presented at the ceremony to various individuals to commemorate this week.


This event is sponsored by the United States Attorney’s Office, the Billings City Attorney’s Office and the Yellowstone County Attorney’s Office.
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