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JOHN CUNEO SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on April 15, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, JOHN CUNEO, a 58-year-old resident of Kalispell, appeared for sentencing.  CUNEO was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 2 years

! 


Special Assessment: $200

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years

! 


Restitution: $2350


CUNEO was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of counterfeiting and passing counterfeit currency. 


On June 22, 2003, CUNEO attempted to purchase fishing tackle at a Kalispell sporting goods store with a counterfeit $50 bill.  A store  cashier identified the bill as counterfeit and refused the sale.  CUNEO took the counterfeit $50 bill back in his possession and paid for the tackle with genuine currency.  The cashier provided law enforcement with a description of the man who had attempted to pass the counterfeit $50 bill. On June 26, 2003, the Flathead County Sheriff’s Office located a man matching the suspect’s description at a campground near Kalispell, identified the man as John C. CUNEO and placed him under arrest.  Law enforcement obtained a search warrant for CUNEO’s tent, cooler, backpack, and pickup truck that were located at the campground.  During the search, several items of evidence were seized including two counterfeit $50 bills, boxes of printer paper, printer ink cartridges, eight transparencies of U.S. Currency, a digital camera, computer hard drives, a scanner, a power inverter, and a combination printer/scanner/copier machine.


On July 18, 2003, a secret service agent interviewed CUNEO at the Flathead County Jail.  CUNEO confessed to manufacturing and passing at least $2,000 in counterfeit U.S. Currency beginning in March 2003.  CUNEO described that he had started the manufacturing process in his mother’s house in California utilizing a combination of a printer/copier/fax machine.  He stated that he then went on a cross country trip to avoid creditors.  CUNEO admitted he passed counterfeit currency in California, Indiana, Minnesota, North Dakota, and Montana.  He admitted manufacturing about $80,000 worth of $20 Federal Reserve Notes, $40,000 of $50 Federal Reserve Notes, and a few sheets of $100 Federal Reserve Notes in an attempt to perfect the bills.  CUNEO estimated that he passed approximately $2,000 in counterfeit currency.  


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that CUNEO will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, CUNEO does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the United States Secret Service and the Flathead County Sheriff’s Office.
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