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JOSEF VADINA SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that after a federal court session in Missoula on April 16, 2004, JOSEPH VADINA, a 41-year-old resident of Thompson Falls appeared for sentencing.  JOSEF VADINA, a 41-year-old resident of Thompson Falls, appeared for sentencing.  VADINA was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 2 years, 3 months

! 


Special Assessment: $200

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


VADINA was found guilty of illegal re-entry and being an alien in possession of ammunition after a federal district court trial on December 15, 2003.


On August 15, 2003, VADINA gave law enforcement consent to search his trailer.  Then, he did not withdraw his consent but suggested to law enforcement that his sister owned the trailer and the trailer was located on her property.  VADINA’s sister gave law enforcement consent to search the trailer and signed a consent to search form.


VADINA, a previously deported citizen of the Slovak Republic, possessed more than 8100 rounds of ammunition and a sawed-off shotgun in Sanders County, Montana, near the city of Thompson Falls.  VADINA was deported out of the Port of New York City on December 6, 1995.  Also, he is a convicted felon out of Alaska.


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that VADINA will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, VADINA does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Paulette Stewart prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Sanders County Sheriff’s Office and the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
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