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KODY SCOTT SMITH PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on April 15, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, KODY SCOTT SMITH, age 26, pled guilty to charges of theft of identity.  Sentencing is set for July 15, 2004, at 11:00 A.M. 


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on in June of 2002, SMITH’s former wife found two credit cards in SMITH’s home office.  The credit cards were in his former father-in law’s name.  The former father-in-law stated that SMITH had no authority to open any credit card accounts in the former father-in-law’s name.


Further investigation revealed that in April of 2002, an account was opened at J.P. Morgan Chase Bank in the former father-in-law’s name.  Between April and June of 2002, approximately $4850 worth of charges and cash advances were made on the J.P. Morgan Chase Bank account.  


In April of 2002, a credit card account in the former father-in-law’s name was opened with Capital One.  Between April and May of 2002, approximately $2270 worth of charges and cash advances were made on the account.  SMITH later admitted that he was responsible for opening the account and for all the charges incurred.  SMITH also submitted a Statement of Responsibility document to Capital One acknowledging total responsibility for all charges on the account.


On June 7, 2002, SMITH was interviewed by a Helena Police Department officer and admitted that he had used his former father-in-law’s personal information to purchase a credit card.  


On June 9, 2002, SMITH admitted to another Helena Police Department officer that he had filled out multiple forms to obtain two credit cards in his former father-in-law’s name.  He also admitted that he used the cards to purchase items and obtain cash advances.


On January 26, 2004, SMITH admitted to a special agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) that he obtained his former father-in-law’s social security number without his permission.  SMITH also admitted he used his former father-in-law’s identity to apply for two credit cards via the internet.  SMITH estimated he charged approximately $7200 dollars on the cards.



SMITH faces possible penalties of 15 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kurt Alme prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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