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JACOB MICHAEL WINTER PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on April 21, 2004 before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, JACOB MICHAEL WINTER pled guilty to charges of interstate transportation of stolen property. Sentencing is set for July 28, 2004, at 9:30 a.m. 


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on or about November 1, 2002, WINTER and a co-defendant stole a 2002 GMC Sierra Pickup Truck from the Billings Auto Auction.


On February 17, 2003, Yellowstone County Sheriff’s Deputies located a stripped 2002 GMC Sierra Pickup Truck, with the same VIN as the vehicle stolen from the Billings Auto Auction on or about November 1, 2002, in the garage on the property where the co-defendant resided.


WINTER listed the engine, tires and rims from the truck on eBay.


On December 20, 2002, an individual from Lubbock, Texas, won an auction on eBay to buy an engine for $6,500 listed by WINTER, and on December 23, 2002, he sent WINTER a check for $6,500 via UPS for the purchase price.  The individual agreed with WINTER to pick up the engine in Billings.


On December 30, 2002, an individual from Springfield, Missouri, won an auction on eBay to buy tires and rims for $355 listed by WINTER, and on January 3, 2003, he sent  WINTER a check for $505 via Federal Express for the purchase price and shipping to Springfield, Missouri.


On  February 1, 2003, the person from Texas picked up the engine, wheels and tires from WINTER and took them to Lubbock, Texas.  The individual later delivered the tires and wheels to the person in Springfield, Missouri.


On February 17, 2003, WINTER made the following admissions: he and the co-defendant took a truck from the Auto Auction; he later moved the truck to the co-defendant’s  garage; they dismantled part of the truck; they decided to sell parts from the truck; he posted the engine on eBay for sale and it was sold to a man from Texas; the purchaser drove to Billings to pick up the engine; and the purchaser bought the wheels and tires at the same time for a total price of $6,500.


He faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kurt Alme prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Yellowstone County Sheriff’s Office.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

