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ELIZABETH M. SCHLIEBE PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on April 21, 2004 before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, ELIZABETH M. SCHLIEBE a 40-year-old resident of Billings, pled guilty to charges of uttering counterfeit obligations. Sentencing is set for July 28, 2004, at 10:00 a.m.  SCHLIEBE is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on December 31, 2002, SCHLIEBE presented a United States Treasury check to Cash Connection which appeared to be in the amount of $1,286.  SCHLIEBE received proceeds for the check from Cash Connection.


The check issued by the United States Treasury was for $286 and had been altered by placing a one in front of the original $286 amount.


When questioned by Secret Service agents, SCHLIEBE admitted that she had retrieved the check from her mail box and the check had been in her possession at all times.  Further information would show that the check was for the amount which she regularly received for Social Security and that she was not owed a sum even reasonably close to the amount of the check as altered.

 
She faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the United States Secret Service.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

