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JAMES DEAN MITCHELL PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on April 21, 2004 before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, JAMES DEAN MITCHELL a 35-year-old resident of Rocky Boy’s Agency, pled guilty, after 1 ½ days of trial, to charges of assault resulting in serious bodily injury. Sentencing is set for August 26, 2004.  MITCHELL is currently detained.


On April 3, 2003, a group of people were sitting in a vehicle which was parked at a private residence located on the Rocky Boy’s Indian Reservation.  The group had been drinking alcohol and decided to drive around the Rocky Boy’s Indian Reservation.  As the group was ready to leave, MITCHELL and another person arrived in Mitchell’s truck.  A verbal argument between two of the people ensued.  At one point during the argument,  MITCHELL and another person approached the vehicle the other group occupied.   Two of the people began fighting while one of them sat in the vehicle.  At the same time, MITCHELL threw at least four punches, striking another person that was also sitting in the vehicle.  The victim was transported by ambulance to the Northern Montana Hospital in Havre. 


He faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

