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CLIFFORD BIRD, SR PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on April 22, 2004 before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, CLIFFORD BIRD, SR, a 38-year-old resident of Wolf Point, pled guilty to charges of burglary. Sentencing is set for August 26, 2004.  BIRD is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on April 19, 2001, a deputy from the Roosevelt County Sheriff’s Department, responded to a private residence based upon a report of a burglary.  The owner of the home advised the deputy that she had received a telephone call from a person who told her that CLIFFORD BIRD had gone into her residence while she was gone.  The owner discovered that she was missing several power tools and some money.  BIRD was interviewed and admitted that he went into the owner’s garage without permission but not into her house.  He admitted that he took a jar full of change, several power tools and some other hand tools.  BIRD stated, however, that he had taken the power tools from a storage shed.  He further advised that he had other people sell the power tools and hand tools.  The garage at the  residence is attached to the house and gives access to the residence through a door inside of the garage.


The residence is located within the boundaries of the Fort Peck Indian Reservation. 


The value of the property unlawfully taken is about $1,068.  Some of these items have been recovered.


He faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $50,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Klaus Richter prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Fort Peck Criminal Investigation Unit.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

