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RODNEY W. THORNBERG SENTENCED IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on April 22, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, appeared for sentencing.  RODNEY W. THORNBERG was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 3 years and 10 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 4 years


THORNBERG was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to conspiracy to manufacture, manufacturing and distribution of methamphetamine.


An investigation by the Eastern Montana Drug Task Force, Rosebud County Sheriff’s Office, and the Drug Enforcement Administration in the areas of Custer and Rosebud Counties in 2002 identified several clandestine lab operations.  Three particular individuals were among those being investigated.


During the course of this investigation, information concerning THORNBERG was developed.  In September 2002, two other co-defendants were the focus of a clandestine laboratory investigation in Custer and Rosebud Counties.  One of them initially cooperated, which resulted in a search warrant in the seizure of more than 58 grams of methamphetamine and related clandestine methamphetamine laboratory evidence from THORNBERG’s house.  


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that THORNBERG will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, THORNBERG does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Eastern Montana Drug Task Force, the Drug Enforcement Administration and the Custer and Rosebud County Sheriff’s Office.
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