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EDWARD ARNOLD LUJAN PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on April 26, 2004 before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, EDWARD ARNOLD LUJAN, a 29-year-old resident of Box Elder, pled guilty to charges of possession with intent to distribute marijuana. Sentencing is set for September 9, 2004. 


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that the FBI, located in Havre, received information from a cooperating witness, on November 10, 2002, that LUJAN was selling large quantities of marijuana on the Rocky Boy’s Indian Reservation.  The cooperating witness had recently observed LUJAN conduct at least forty sales of marijuana.  The cooperating witness advised the agents that LUJAN kept money and marijuana in a black and blue backpack.


On November 12, 2002, the cooperating witness telephoned the FBI and advised that LUJAN was at Stone Child College carrying the backpack.  The agents made contact with LUJAN, conducted a consent search of the backpack, and seized a small amount of marijuana and $5,650 in U.S. Currency.  The money seized was in small denominations.              LUJAN was interviewed and admitted that he had traveled to Missoula approximately three weeks prior to the interview and obtained approximately 31/2 pounds of marijuana.  He advised that he had 3/4 pound remaining at his residence.  The agents traveled with LUJAN to his residence, on the Rocky Boy’s Indian Reservation, but were unable to locate the marijuana.  LUJAN claimed it must have been stolen.


He faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

