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ANDREW HARDISON PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on April 27, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, ANDREW HARDISON, a 27-year-old resident of Kalispell, pled guilty to charges of sexual exploitation of children and possession of child pornography.  HARDISON will also forfeit to the United States all property used to commit the offenses.

Sentencing is set for September 9, 2004, at 9:00 a.m.  HARDISON is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that beginning in 1999 and continuing until April of 2000, in Kalispell, HARDISON knowingly enticed or coerced a minor to engage in sexually explicit conduct for the purpose of producing child pornography.  HARDISON possessed the images and stored them as digital camera images and movies on his computer and other computer accessories.  HARDISON sent the images to other individuals to others in interstate and foreign commerce.


The investigation began when the Kalispell Police Department received a report regarding HARDISON’s activities.  Police were advised that HARDISON had befriended a juvenile, but later had sexually assaulted the juvenile.  Police were also advised that HARDISON also took sexually explicit photographs of the juvenile that HARDISON then distributed to friends via the Internet.  Kalispell police located the juvenile and confirmed that the juvenile had spent time with HARDISON in his Kalispell apartment.  Police also confirmed that HARDISON sexually assaulted the juvenile and had photographed the juvenile in sexually explicit positions.  HARDISON then sent the images to others via the Internet.  


On April 7, 2000, a search warrant was executed on HARDISON’s apartment.  Police seized computer equipment that contained numerous images of child pornography, including images HARDISON had taken of the juvenile he sexually assaulted.  Police also discovered other images of child pornography HARDISON had received via the Internet. 


For the charge of sexual exploitation of children HARDISON faces possible penalties of a mandatory minimum 15 to 30 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.  For the charge of possession of child pornography, he faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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