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MATTHEW ELLIS TWOBULLS SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on April 28, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, MATTHEW ELLIS TWOBULLS, a 27-year-old resident of Billings, appeared for sentencing.  TWOBULLS was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 2 years and 6 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


TWOBULLS was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to being a felon-in-possession of a firearm.  On February 25, 2003, TWOBULLS knowingly possessed a firearm, namely a Savage Model 110 rifle.  TWOBULLS  was previously convicted of a felony burglary on May 19, 1998, in the Thirteenth Judicial District, Big Horn County, Montana.


At the time of the firearm offense, TWOBULLS was under the supervision of the Montana Department of Corrections.  On February 25, 2003, TWOBULLS took the firearm to World Pawn in Billings, claimed ownership in writing, and pawned the firearm in exchange for $100.  On March 4, 2003, TWOBULLS returned to the pawn shop and attempted to recover the firearm. This transaction was blocked by the NICS system, and personnel contacted TWOBULLS' probation officer.  


TWOBULLS subsequently admitted both orally and in writing to his possession of the firearm.  He further admitted taking the firearm without permission from its rightful owner.  The owner later told an Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives agent that he loaned the firearm to TWOBULLS in February 2003, but that he did not authorize the transfer of ownership to anyone for any reason.  


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that TWOBULLS will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, TWOBULLS does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


This case is another prosecution reality from Project Safe Neighborhoods, a national priority of the United States Department of Justice.  In Montana, the effort between federal, state and local law enforcement is called “Catch and No Release.”

Special Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Zink prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and the Montana Probation and Parole office.
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