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CLIFFORD PATRICK MARION PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Helena, on April 30, 2004 before Senior U.S. District Judge Charles C. Lovell, CLIFFORD PATRICK MARION, a 43-year old resident of Helena, pled guilty to charges of maintaining premises for the purpose of distributing or using controlled substances; distribution of controlled substance to persons under the age of twenty-one; and distribution in or near a housing facility owned by a public housing authority. Sentencing is set for August 16, 2004, at 10:30 a.m.  MARION is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on or about December 3, 2004, and before, in Helena, MARION’s residence was located in a public housing complex owned by the Helena Housing Authority.



MARION knowingly opened or maintained said premises as owner, lessee, agent, or mortgagee.
On December 3, 2004, law enforcement was provided information that juvenile individuals from Helena Middle School were frequenting MARION’s residence for the purpose of using marijuana.


Juvenile individuals, all under the age of 21,  confirmed that on December 3, 2003, and before,  they went to MARION’s residence for the purpose of using marijuana, and that on some occasions the marijuana was provided by them and on other occasions the marijuana was provided MARION for their respective personal use.


MARION admitted that he had smoked marijuana with juvenile individuals at his residence in Helena on more than one occasion, with marijuana being furnished by him on some occasions and marijuana being supplied by the juveniles on other occasions. 

 
He faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 2 years supervised release for maintaining premises for the purpose of distributing or using controlled substances.  MARION is accused of distribution of controlled substance to persons under twenty-one, which double the potential maximum penalties that apply to distribution to adults.  He is also charged with distribution in or near a housing facility owned by a public housing authority, which is also a doubling provision and if convicted faces twice the maximum penalty which he would receive for distribution in an area not protected by the more severe penalties.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Helena Police Department.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

