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DEVINA MARIE NO RUNNER SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on May 3, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, DEVINA MARIE NO RUNNER, a 25-year-old resident of Browning, appeared for sentencing.  NO RUNNER was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 10 years and 1 month

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years

! 


Restitution: $5,000


NO RUNNER was sentenced in connection with her guilty plea to second degree murder. On April 20, 2002, in Browning, Clarence Bird Rattler escaped from the Blackfeet Tribal Jail.  NO RUNNER met Bird Rattler after his escape and they proceeded to the home of Bird Rattler’s mother.  His mother then transported NO RUNNER and Bird Rattler to her  daughter’s residence.  Her daughter was not home at the time.  The daughter was involved in a relationship with the victim, Ernest Arrow Top Knot, Jr.


On April 21, 2002, NO RUNNER and Bird Rattler returned to his mother’s home.  Bird Rattler’s mother stated that Bird Rattler had blood on his person and stated “We killed Sonny.”  Bird Rattler’s mother then drove NO RUNNER and Bird Rattler to Arrow Top Knot’s home, where she found Arrow Top Knot dead in the kitchen area.


Bird Rattler’s mother subsequently drove NO RUNNER and Bird Rattler to another location, then notified law enforcement of Arrow Top Knot’s death.  Law enforcement apprehended both NO RUNNER and Bird Rattler later on April 21, 2002.


An agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation interviewed NO RUNNER and Bird Rattler several times about the murder.  Both ultimately confessed to their culpability in the murder.


On December 9, 2003, Clarence Bird Rattler was sentenced for his part in the murder.  Bird Rattler received a sentence of 12 years and 7 months in prison.


Because there is no parole in the federal court system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that NO RUNNER will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, NO RUNNER does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Joseph E. Thaggard prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation in Browning.
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