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INFORMATIONAL: FEDERAL COURT APPEARANCE

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today 

that after a federal court session in Great Falls, on May 5, 2004, before U.S. District Court Magistrate Judge Carolyn B. Ostby the following individual appeared:


ZAMEER MOHAMED appeared on a complaint charging him with using a telephone or other instrument, maliciously conveyed false information knowing it was false, concerning an attempt or alleged attempt to damage or destroy any building or other real property in Los Angeles County by means of fire or an explosive.  MOHAMED allegedly called the Department of Homeland Security and maliciously gave false information that four individuals were coming from Canada to conduct an explosive attack on a mall in the vicinity of the federal building and the University of California-Los Angeles on April 29, 2004.


On April 29, 2004, MOHAMED was arrested on immigration violations by the U.S. Border Patrol after he crossed the Montana/Canadian border. 


During the May 5, 2004 court hearing MOHAMED waived his rights and consented to be transferred to the Central District of California. 


If convicted of these charges MOHAMED faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison and a $250,000 fine.


Assistant U.S. Attorney George Darragh handled this matter for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.


The charge, an indictment, information or complaint, is merely an accusation and all persons named as defendants are presumed innocent until proven guilty.  A pre-trial conference and a trial date will be set and the United States will be required to prove the allegations set forth in the indictment beyond a reasonable doubt.
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A copy of the Affidavit can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653/

_1106563383.bin

