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DALE A. DONOVEN PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on May 6, 2004 before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, DALE A. DONOVEN a 43-year-old resident of Williston, North Dakota, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to manufacture methamphetamine and possession of precursor materials. Sentencing is set for September 30, 2004.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that a criminal investigator for the Fort Peck Tribes initiated a felony traffic stop of DONOVENS’ vehicle.  During the stop, the investigator smelled a strong odor of ammonia coming from the vehicle.  He then transported DONOVEN and his passenger to the Fort Peck Tribes’ Criminal Investigations Office where DONOVEN was interviewed.  DONOVEN admitted that he and the passenger had procured a propane tank filled with anhydrous ammonia, and intended to transport it to Havre for the purpose of manufacturing methamphetamine.


A supervisory criminal investigator for the Fort Peck Tribes and another officer conducted a search of the vehicle at the Poplar impound lot.  The following items were recovered during the search: one liquid-filled propane tank;  one container of “Roto” drain cleaner; a portion of a black bag and hose; a plastic bottle containing a brown colored powder; a coffee filter containing an unknown substance; a plastic bag containing an orange colored powder; five plastic gloves; one scale; and several “zig-zag” papers.


The plastic bag recovered from the vehicle contained .7 grams of methamphetamine; the plastic bottle recovered contained 244.6 grams of pseudophedrine base; and the bottle of “Roto” drain cleaner contained 17 ounces of sulfuric acid. 


He faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release for conspiracy to manufacture methamphetamine.  He faces possible penalties for possession of precursor materials, he faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $30,000 fine and 3 years supervised released.


Assistant U.S. Attorney David Dennis prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Fort Peck Tribal Investigations Unit and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

